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More European funds to intensify cooperation among Baltic Sea countries
Malmö, May 18th 2006 - A new transnational cooperation programme will be launched in 2007 to intensify the cooperation among Baltic Sea countries. The successor of the present Interreg IIIB programme will be sponsored by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). Part of these financial resources will be dedicated to a more intensive cooperation between project partners from Russia and Belarus on the one hand and those from the European Union on the other. These are the main outcomes of the two day project conference in Malmö, that Baltic Sea Interreg IIIB has organised to present the results of 120 initiated transnational projects since the start of the Baltic Sea Interreg IIIB in 2001. 
The participating countries consider the achievements of their cooperation as a strong framework for a more intensive cooperation in the next programme period (2007-2013) of Baltic Sea Interreg IIIB. In the forthcoming period the focus of the Interreg projects has to be on the following four objectives:

· Fostering innovation across the Baltic Sea region;
· Improving the accessibility of the Baltic Sea region;
· Managing the Baltic Sea as a common resource;
· Strengthening the competitiveness of the Baltic Sea region.

Organisations from the eleven participating countries have the opportunity to start a project together with partners from other countries to contribute to one of these four objectives. Private participation in projects and a more intensive cooperation with Russia and Belarus will equally be priorities for Interreg Programme. 

Stakeholders and project partners were consulted about their wishes and needs for the future of Baltic Sea Interreg IIIB: more attention should be paid to intensified coordination with other EU programmes, to investments in the knowledge society and to practical guidance of future projects partners. 
About Baltic Sea Interreg IIIB
The objective of Baltic Sea Interreg IIIB is to strengthen competitiveness of the Baltic Sea Region, its territorial cohesion and sustainability of its development by connecting potentials over the administrative borders. Eleven countries around the Baltic Sea have joined forces to deal with shared regional problems. As many as 120 projects are the result of this initiative, Baltic Sea Interreg IIIB. In these projects, regions from different countries combine forces in the fields of innovation, the environment, transport and the development of cities and rural areas. The cooperating states are Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Poland, Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, Norway, Belarus and Russia. 
For further information please contact Leonoor Bergen, phone: +31 (0)20 6855 955, mail: leonoor@huijskens-istha.nl 

