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Three statements:

1. Globalisation and market forces favor large metropolitan regions at the cost medium-size cities beyond the perimeter of these regions.

2. As a rule, attractive  medium size cities within metropolitan regions benefit from both dynamics of metropolitan regions and their local identity.

3. Medium-size cities outside metropolitan regions have to co-operate in spatially organized city networks to remain competitive.

……..and a few research questions?

1. Globalisation and market forces favor large metropolitan regions at the cost 

medium-size cities beyond the perimeter of these regions

The reasons are among others

· The global perspective and the role of city images and profiles
· Economies of scale

· The diversifield job market

· MRs are hubs in global logistic networks

· Mobility patterns and life styles of he global labour force
· MRs are information hubs of the knowledge/learning society

· The entertainment value of MRs

· The cosmopolitan character of MRs

2. As a rule, attractive medium size cities within metropolitan regions benefit  

            from both dynamics of metropolitan regions and their local identity

Why?

· Strong local identity (unless New Towns!)

· Higher local quality of life

· Good schools and public infrastructure

· Affordable property market

· Higher urban safety

· More efficient local governance

· No need to promote prestigious flagship projects

3. Medium-size cities outside metropolitan regions have to co-operate in city networks to remain competitive.

What is a city network? How to organize city networks?

· Build trust

· Promote networks of memories

· Establish comparative information base

· Sustain institutional knowledge

· Initiate learning processes

· Organise strategic alliances

· Link universities and research centers

· Develop catalytic projects

· Promote tourist circuits

· Exchange staff, students and journalists

A few research fields?

· Sustainabitity taken seriously: reduction of mobility and material flows

· Network governance

· City networks and foreign policy

· Pathways to the compact walkable city

· Linking culture and economic development

· Ethnic communities and economies

· Entertainment outside the global playgrounds
