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Spatial and Regional Development Projects at the third Partner Search Forum in Gdansk, Poland on 16-17 June, 2003.

On 16-17 June 2003 Gdansk (Poland) was the venue for the third Baltic Sea Region INTERREG III B Partner Search Forum (PSF), aiming to bridge prospective project ideas and professionals in regional development and spatial planning. Host, Mr Jan Kozłowski, President of Pomerania Region, welcomed all participants to the Forum and presented the Forum as an important event for the continuation of the work for strong co-operation in the Region. Prof. Zbigniew Strzelecki, Vice President of the Government Centre for Strategic Studies, opened the Forum by setting out his views and key aspects of regional and spatial policy in the BSR. Ms Susanne Scherrer, Programme Director, as the main organiser, introduced the participants to the different objectives of the INTERREG III A, B and C strands.

The aim of this PSF was combination of experiences from the southern part of the BSR and promotion of new initiatives, north-south and east-west, in the preparation of joint projects on spatial planning and regional development in the Baltic Sea Region. 

The focus during the one and a half-day PSF was on presentations of project ideas in parallel to thematic workshops on following measures:

· Measure 2.1:
Polycentric settlement structures (urban/rural relations);

· Measure 2.2:
Transport and communication (ICT); 

· Priority 3.0:
Institution and capacity building. 

The Partner Search Forum attracted 110 participants and was divided into three parts. The Monday morning was filled with a number of key presentations. In the afternoon participants were split into four theme-related workshops. The third part, on the following morning, was dedicated to information and discussion on the different funding options for projects as well as harmonisation of financial instruments when the New Member States are to join the EU. Also practical advice on project application conditions from experts from the EU Commission as well as INTERREG, PHARE and TACIS offices was provided. 

The audience received three key presentation related to the three foci on the Forum: 

The role of medium-size cities and urban networks in the BSR; 
Prof. Klaus Kunzmann, Dortmund Univ. 

Actors perspective on pan-Baltic transport development;
Prof. Lars Källström, TFK in Hamburg

Strengthening regional Institution Building in the “NMS” through transnational co-operation with W-BSR countries; 
Ms Krystyna Wróblewska, Head of BSSSC Secretariat.

Ms Catherine Bodson, programme coordinator for Tacis CBC SPF at the Europe Aid Cooperation Office of EC and Ms Ane Kofod-Petersen, St.Petersburg Liaison Office of EC Delegation in Russia presented updated information on bridging the instruments.

To download presentations held in the morning session click here.

About 35 project ideas were presented at the Forum and collected in the Project Idea Catalogue, prepared for the participants.

The idea with the Project Idea Catalogue is to assist project owners in their search for project partners and to disseminate their project ideas. The Project Idea Catalogue is based on all Project Ideas submitted to the Joint Secretariat before the 16 May 2003. In the Catalogue the Project Ideas are sorted by the BSR INTERREG III B Community Initiative Programme's three Priorities. Some of the submitted Project Idea and Partner Search Forms have not been according to priority. In such cases the Joint Secretariat has tried to direct it to the most matching priority.
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