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PRESS RELEASE

Information Day and Partner Search Forum

The Baltic Sea Region INTERREG III B and Phare CBC programmes:

Joint efforts for joint projects on spatial planning and regional development in the Baltic Sea Region

This Partner Search Forum (PSF) was organised together with the 9th BSSSC conference “The Baltic Sea Region Becoming a Model Region for Europe”. The organisers of the Forum are the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) INTERREG III B Joint Secretariat (JS) and the Republic of Latvia, Secretariat for the Minister for Special Assignment for Co-operation with International Financing Agencies. 

The JS of the BSR INTERREG III B and Phare CBC partnership have invited interested project owners to meet potential partners and collect information on funding options for joint projects. Information will also be provided on the objectives and scope of activities of both, the new EU co-operation programme INTERREG III B for the BSR, and the new BSR Phare Cross-Border-Programme. The responsible directorates of the EU commission (DG Regio and DG Enlargement) have recently (14th of September and 18th of October, respectively) approved the two BSR programmes. Representatives from these directorates of the commission are invited to contribute to the discussion on harmonisation conditions and problems for EU financing of joint projects in the implementation process of these programmes. The first call for project applications for funding from the BSR INTERREG III B Programme was already started at the 28th of September 2001 with the deadline 26th of October. The second and third call for applications will be opened in 2002 with deadlines 1 April and 1 October.

Project owners were especially invited to present their project ideas. Partner search was highly promoted and supported by the JS and the programme stakeholders during the Information Day. 

Funding options were explored and practical advise on project application requirements provided at the Information Stands, arranged jointly by experts from the Phare and Tacis countries and by the INTERREG III B programme Joint Secretariat. 

There were 5 parallel workshops carried out in the afternoon. The workshops are to be a core element of the PSF. They will help prospective project partners in guiding their specific field of interests and detect crucial common problems in project generating and development. The aims of the workshops were twofold:

· For potential partners - it is of interest to get to know other project ideas and   countries/regions/partnerships engaged in generating projects. This gives opportunities to merge forces to common projects or to start an exchange of ideas and explore synergy between related projects.
· For programme stakeholders and JS- the workshops are an excellent event to get a comprehensive picture on which projects are “in the pipeline”. It will also serve for the development and expansion of the Project Idea Catalogue and the INTERREG III B homepage, containing a continuous overview of various project ideas (PIFs). 
During the Forum, there were practical possibilities for demonstrating project results from previous period of BSR co-operation (INTERREG II C, 1998-2001) and presenting new ideas by project partners. There was an Exhibition of regions, local authorities, BSR co-operation organisations, INTERREG projects and new project ideas open during the event in Riga. 
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